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1. US STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REFTEL IS AS FOLLOWS: 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

MY DELEGATION TAKES THE FLOOR TO DISCUSS THE FORTH- 
COMING WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE WITH TWO THOUGHTS. 

FIRST, MR. PRESIDENT, SINCE THE PROPOSAL WAS MADE 
AT THE 28TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO CONVENE A WORLD FOOD 
CONFERENCE, THE CONSIDERATIONS THAT LED TO THAT PROPOSAL 
ARE EVERY BIT AS COGENT TODAY 

THE MAIN CONCLUSIONS OF THE PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
OF THE WORLD FOOD SITUATION, PRESENTED BY THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE CONFERENCE TO THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE 
AT ITS SECOND SESSION, ARE NOTED IN DOCUMENT E/5522, 
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WHICH WE HAVE BEFORE US TODAY. THESE CONCLUSIONS ARE 
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PRELIMINARY IN NATURE BUT WILL BE REVISED FOR THE THIRD 
MEETING OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE, TO REFLECT MORE 
RECENT DATA AND THE SEVERAL COMMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SECOND MEETING OF THE PREPARATORY 
COMMITTEE. 

THE SUMMARY OF THESE CONCLUSIONS, AS STATED IN 
DOCUMENT E/5533, ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

"(A) THAT THE SHORT-TERM AND LONG-TERM 
ASPECTS OF THE WORLD FOOD PROBLEM WERE 
CLOSELY INTERRELATED AND THAT THE LONGER 
TERM IMBALANCE BETWEEN DEMAND AND SUPPLY 
IN THE DELVELOPING COUNTRIES WAS BECOMING 
MORE SERIOUS; (B) THAT ABOUT 20 PERCENT 
OF THE TOTAL POPULATION IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES WAS SUFFERING FROM INADEQUATE 
NUTRITION; (C) THAT THE CEREAL GAP IN 
DEFICIT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES COULD RISE 
TO 85 MILLION TONS BY 1985 IF RECENT 
TRENDS IN THE DEMAND FOR AND THE SUPPLY 
OF FOOD WERE TO CONTINUE; AND CD) THAT 
THE PROBLEM WAS NOT ONLY ONE OF MORE 
PRODUCTION, BUT ALSO ONE OF BETTER DIS- 
TRIBUTION. 1 ' 

NO ONE CAN DENY THAT THESE ARE SOBERING CONCLUSIONS. 

IT IS CLEAR FROM THEM THAT THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
HAS A SERIOUS PROBLEM ON ITS HANDS, FOR IT IS DOUBTFUL 
WHETHER THE FINAL PROGNOSIS WILL RESULT IN A MORE OPTI- 
MISTIC ASSESSMENT. UNLESS THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
COMES TO GRIPS WITH THIS PROBLEM IN A REALISTIC WAY, 

THERE MAY BE NO ALTERNATIVE TO MASSIVE STRAVATION AND 
DISAPPOINTMENT IN OUR HOPES FOR A MORE JUST AND EQUIT- 
ABLE WORLD. 

IN MY OPENING REMARKS, MR. PRESIDENT, I MENTIONED 
THAT THE UNITED STATES TAKES THE FLOOR ON THIS SUBJECT 
WITH TWO THOUGHTS. ON THOUGHT IS SIMPLY A REFLECTION OF 
THE FEELING, IN THE FACE OF THESE CONCLUSIONS, THA THE 
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PROPOSAL TO CONVENE A WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE MAY HAVE COME 
TOO LATE AND CERTAINLY DID NOT COME TOO SOON. 

OUR SECOND THOUGHT IS RELATED TO THE WORK DONE SO FAR 
IN THE TWO PREPARATORY SESSIONS ALREADY HELD. MY DELEGA- 
TION IS GENERALLY SATISFIED WITH THE WORK ACCOMPLISHED IN 
THESE SESSIONS TO DATE; AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO SUBSTANTIAL 
ADDITIONAL PROGRESS ON SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES AT THE THIRD SESSION 
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OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE. 

WE ARE PARTICULARLY SATISFIED THAT THE PREPARATORY 
COMMITTEE IN ITS WISDOM STRESSED THE NEED FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM OF ACTION TO TACKLE THE 
GRAVE PROBLEMS THAT COULD ARISE OR WORSEN IN THE ABSENCE 
OF TIMELY ACTIONS. WE ALSO NOTE THAT THE PREPARATORY COM- 
MITTEE UNANIMOUSLY RECOGNIZED THE OVERRIDING IMPORTANCE OF 
INCREASING FOOD PRODUCTION AND IMPROVED FOOD DISTRIBUTION, 
PARTICULARLY IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AS THE MOST IMPORTANT 
FACTOR OF THE FUNDAMENTAL SOLUTION TO THE WORLD FOOD PROB- 
LEM. WE ENDORSE THIS APPROACH. FINALLY, WE NOTE THAT THE 
COMMITTEE ENDORSED THE NEED TO STRENGTHEN WORLD FOOD SECUR- 
ITY THROUGH, INTER-ALIA, MORE EFFECTIVE FOOD STOCK POLICIES, 

AND TO ESTABLISH ANHHMPROVED EARLY WARNING AND INFORMATION 
SYSTEM ON FOOD AND THE CAUSES OF FOOD SHORTAGES, INCLUDING 
BETTER ARRANGEMENTS FOR EMERGENCY RELIEF AND FOOD AID. 

THESE ALSO SEEM APPROPRIATE. THESE ACCOMPLISHMENTS ARE 
NOTED IN PARAGRAPHS 14 AND 15 OF DOCUMENT E/5533. 

TURNING NOW TO THE SPECIFIC ISSUES REQUIRING ACTION 
BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL AT THIS TIME, ENUMERATED 
IN PARAGRAPH 1 OF DOCUMENT E/5533, MY DELEGATION HOPES THAT 
WE SHALL BE ABLE TO DISPOSE OF THEM BY CONSENSUS. THE 
DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE CONFERENCE, THE DRAFT PRO- 
VISIONAL RULES OF PROCEDURE AND THE PROPOSED ORGANIZATION 
OF WORK HAVE BEEN LABORIOUSLY WORKED OUT IN THE PREPARA- 
TORY COMMITTEE, AND I BELIEVE THAT THEY SHOULD BE APPROVED 
BY OUR BODY INTACT. 

THE PROPOSAL TO CONVENE A THIRD MEETING OF THE PRE- 
PARATORY COMMITTEE IN ROME FOR SEPTEMBER 23 TO OCTOBER 4 
IS, IN OUR OPINION, ESSENTIAL. WE ALSO CONCUR IN THE PRO- 
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POSAL TO HOLD A MEETING IN ROME FROM SEPTEMBER 16 TO THE 
29TH IN ORDER TO CONSIDER SPECIFIC PROPOSALS SUBMITTED BY 
VARIOUS DELEGATIONS. THIS MEETING IS NECESSARY, IN OUR 
JUDGMENT, IN ORDER THAT THE THIRD SESSION OF THE PREPARA- 
TORY COMMITTEE WILL BE ABLE TO COMPLETE ITS TASK OF MAKING 
THE NECESSARY PREPARATIONS FOR THE CONFERENCE TO BE HELD 
IN ROME THIS NOVEMBER. THANK YOU MR. PRESIDENT.UNQTEABRAMS 
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